
Håfa adai! With the hope of inspiring the students of 
Notre Dame High School to become active, life-long 
readers, we have decided to implement a summer 
reading program.   As a result, incoming freshmen are 
required to read two books—one assigned by your 
teacher and one chosen by you.  You will read them 
over the course of the summer and complete the 
assignments detailed below. 

BOOK #1: UNWIND BY NEAL SHUSTERMAN 

The Second Civil War was fought over reproductive rights.   The chilling resolution: Life is 
inviolable from the moment of conception until age thirteen.  Between the ages of 
thirteen and eighteen, however, parents can have their child "unwound," whereby all of 
the child's organs are transplanted into different donors, so life doesn't technically end.  
Connor is too difficult for his parents to control.  Risa, a ward of the state, is not enough to 
be kept alive.   And Lev is a tithe, a child conceived and raised to be unwound.   Together, 
they may have a chance to escape and to survive.

Option 1:  Write a letter to the government officials in favor or against 
“unwinding” convincing them of your personal opinions and suggestions for 
policies.   Your paper must be two to four pages in length.   The paper must have a 
strong thesis statement and compelling arguments.   The paper must use evidence 
from the text or real-life to support the strong thesis.

Option 2:   Write the next chapter of Unwind from the perspective of Connor, Risa, or Lev.   Your paper must 
be two to four pages in length.   The chapter must demonstrate a thorough understanding of the characters, 
the plot, and the outcome of Unwind.   This chapter must include dialogue and imagery.

Option 3:  Do an author study.  Read another book by Shusterman.  Write a paper comparing and contrasting 
his writing style.  Your paper must be two to four pages in length demonstrating your writing, analytical, and 
critical reading skills.

Papers must utilize 12 pt. Times New Roman and be double-spaced.

BOOK #2: YOUR CHOICE 

For your second reading selection, you will have the opportunity to choose your own book.  Select something 
that truly engages your imagination and challenges your intellect.  Your literary choices will help me gauge what 
you, as an individual and as a member of the freshman class, are interested in.  When you are done with the 
book, complete one of the following projects:
 
Option A. Redesign the jacket cover of your book.  Be sure to include artwork (digital or hand-drawn), a clear 
display of the title and author, and a synopsis to catch your potential audience’s attention.
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Option B. Create a newspaper for your book.  Summarize the plot in one article, cover the weather in 
another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another.  Include an editorial and a 
collection of ads that would be pertinent to the story. You can even have a comics section. 

Option C. Create a mini-comic book relating an eventful chapter of the book.  Stick to the story and be 
creative! 

Option D. Interview a character from your book for either a magazine article or a news report. Write at least 
10 to 15 good, open-ended questions that will give the character the opportunity to discuss his/her thoughts 
and feelings about his/her role in the story. Next, answer the questions as if you were the character. However 
you choose to present your interview is up to you. Be creative! 

Option E. Write a detailed diary that one of the story's main characters might have kept before, during, or 
after the book's events. Remember that the character's thoughts and feelings are very important in a diary. 
Make references to events in the story and what the character is going through as the story progresses.

Option F:  Write and perform an original song that would appear in your book’s soundtrack.  You can write 
the song summarizing the plot, telling the story from a character’s point of view, or providing different insight 
into the story than what is provided in the book.  You may perform this on video or submit an audio file.  

Option G: Create a video trailer for your book.  Choose scenes that would give your peers an idea of what 
the book is about and motivate them to read it.  

Tips for Summer Reading 
Keep an open mind.

Create a timeline to complete your books and stick to it!

Have a notebook handy for annotations (questions or comments you may have about your reading).

Complete quality work.  This is your first assignment for my class, so be proud of the work you produce.  

Your assignments are due August 8, 2016. 

If you have questions, please send a message to info@ndhsguam.com. Have a great summer, enjoy the books, 
and…

Welcome to the Royal Family!
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